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SUBJECT: NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD LEADERSHIP SITUATION 

REP: BANGKOK 2390 

1. IN DISCUSSION WITH DCM AND NARCOTICS ADVISER BRILLIANT, 

POLICE MAJOR GENERAL CHAWALIT GAVE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION OP 
STATE OF PLAY RE OFFICE OP NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD (ONCB) 
SECRETARY GENERAL'S POST. 

2. ACCORDING TO CHAWALIT, PRIMIN KRIANGSAK RAN INTO THE 
STRONGEST 

OPOSITION TO APPOINTING GENERAL WITHUN YAWASAT TO 
SECRETARY GENERAL POSITION AND HAS HAD TO WITHDRAW HIS NAME. 
SENIOR NATIONAL POLICY COUNCIL MEMBERS, INCLUDING ADMIRAL SANGAT 
AND GENERALS YOT AND SERM, WERE ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO WITHUN'S 
SELECTION. CHAWALIT SAID THAT WITHUN IS A MAN OP GREAT ABILITY 
AND AMBITION, BUT A HIGHLY CONTROVERSIAL FIGURE WITHIN THE 
MILITARY. THERE WAS OBVIOUSLY CONCERN ON THE PART OF THE SENIOR 
GENERALS OVER LETTING HIM BACK INTO A HIGHLY VISIBLE POLITICAL 
POSITION. 
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3. CHAWALIT INDICATED THAT SENIOR POLICE OFPICIALS, INCLUDING 
MAJOR GENERAL PHAO SARASIN AND HIMSELF, BELIEVED WITHUN WOULD 
HAVE BEEN OUTSTANDING SELECTION. PHAO AND CHAWALIT HAD WORKED 
WITH WITHUN BEFORE AND WERE CONVINCED HE WOULD HAVE BEEN BEST 
MAN FOR THE JOB. AT THIS POINT CHAWALIT SAID THERE IS NO INDICATION 
WHOM PRIMIN WILL SELECT. HE SAID THAT ORIGINALLY, BEFORE WITHUN'S 
NAME CAME UP, CHAWALIT HAD HIMSELF BEEN CONSIDERED POR THE JOB. 
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AND, AT THIS TIME, HE SUSPECTS THAT HE AND GENERAL PHAO ARE 
AMONG THE LEADING CANDIDATES. BETWEEN THEM, CHAWALIT BELIEVES 
THE BEST DIVISION OE LABOR WOULD BE EOR PHAO TO REMAIN IN THE 
POLICE HIERARCHY AS HE IS NOW A LEADING CANDIDATE TO TAKE OVER 
AS COMMISSIONER EOR CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION WHICH CONTROLS 10 
POLICE DIVISIONS, INCLUDING NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION. CHAWALIT SAID 
HE HIMSELE WAS MUCH TOO JUNIOR EOR ANY SUCH POSITION WITHIN THE 
POLICE HIERARCHY, ALTHOUGH HE WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO TAKE OVER AS 
NARCOTICS DIVISION CHILE, IF DIVISION IS ESTABLISHED (AND IE 
CHAWALIT IS NOT ONCB SECRETARY GENERAL). 

4. CHAWALIT SAID HZPIS LEAVING JAN 28 EOR GENEVA AND A MONTH'S 
STAY IN EUROPE. HOWEVER, HE HAS BEEN CAREFUL TO LET EVERYONE 
KNOW HIS ITINERARY IN EVENT HE IS TAPPED EOR THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
POSITION. 

5. COMMENT: IN ABOVE DISCUSSION CHAWALIT WAS OBVIOUSLY HOPING 
THAT HE WOULD IN EACT GET ONCB SECRETARY GENERAL SLOT, EOR WHICH 
HE IS THOROUGHLY QUALIEIED. INDEED, DURING A GOOD PART OP THE 
DISCUSSION HE WAS ANTICIPATING WHAT HE WOULD DO WITHIN THE PIRST 
PEW WEEKS AFTER RECEIVING SUCH AN APPOINTMENT. AS DEPARTMENT 
AWARE, HE AND GENERAL PHAO ARE CLOSE ASSOCIATES, AND OUR IMPRESSION 
IS THAT CHAWALIT'S REMARKS (PARA 3 ABOVE) LIKELY REELECT 

WHAT HE AND PHAO HAVE ALREADY DISCUSSED. AT SAME TIME CHAWALIT 
WAS VERY CAREPUL TO MAKE CLEAR THAT, SINCE WITHUN'S NOMINATION 
WAS REJECTED, CHAWALIT HAS RECEIVED NO INDICATION AS TO PRIMIN'S 
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